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The general public, though undoubtedly '

much intnrestod in psychic phenomena
and thn inferences to bo drawn therefrom,
has neither thn requisite leisure nor thn
requisite experience to dnvoin to 1 lint In-

tricate subject, which demands prolonged
nnl consecutive study mid u complete
iirvny of thn Hold, Therefore wo must

woleotnn 11 volume from' such nn open
n'.ndod and honest export ns tho Into Mr.
l'ltANK PniiMolit: on Thr AVtrr Spiritual-I'- m

(Henry Holt iindlVimpnny), In thn full
S4uratv.'t tlmt wo tuny profitably consider

his conclusions, At nny rnto. wn shall
not thereby orr in tlio direction of nvoi
crvlulit

Tim belief in intercourse with tlio spirits
of tho dead, says Mr. I'odmoro, may lio
said to begin in modem times with g.

Prior to his limit indeed alchem-
ists nnd magicians believed themselves to
havo opened up communication with tho
world of spirits; hut tho entitles with
whom I hoy eamo Into contact woro con-

ceived nn of creatures of tho elements, or
spiritual "beings parasitic on mankind.
Again, thmiiKhoitt tho Middlo Ages th
faithful found In witchcraft, in epileptic
attacks and in various opidomic visita-

tions among religious communities irre-
fragable proof of spirit intorvontion. Hut
tho spirits concerned in such Intervention
seom rarely, if over, to havo had n htinian
origin assigned to thorn: they woro re-

garded not an tho souls of divid iiion nnd
womon tint an dlvino emissaries or ns mill-inter- n

of tho iwors of darkness,
Tho Swedish seer in his trances, how-ove- r,

professed to speak with tho mighty
dead of nil ages. Trances of like char-
acter to his own woro found to occur in
connection with tho practice of animal
magnetism; nnd in tho first half of tho
nineteenth century "magnetic" clair-
voyants in every oivili7ed country claimed
to hold converse with thoso who had
pan ..oil beyond the barrier of death and
toreveal tliosocrotsof thespiritual worlil.
An the practice of mesmerism spread it
wan found that the liability to fall into
trances, nnd with it the power of holding
oommunication with tin "spirit world, watt
not a privilege confined, as the Swedoti-horgia-

would have it, to a few chosen
nonls, or oven necessarily associated
with nny marked preeminence in moral
or intellectual endowment. The physi-n- al

manifestations which began in the
I'nited States in 1313 with rapping und
the like spread to Europe, und for a few
year th movement remaine.l ut itH

zenith. Then it rapidly declined, tlio
decline beliiR linstened by the increased
attention Riven by medical men and
others to tho obscure mental states from
which the belief in the first instance had
it rise, lu the decide of ISsii to INtM tho

in intercourse witli spirits of the
tie id seemed rapidly approaching itH

death, The renewed vigor of the move-
ment during the last twenty years is
derived mainly from throe sources: the
triince revelations of tho American
inndium. Mrs. Piper; the physical mani -

testations of the Italian medium, r.usapia
l'alladino, and the labors in interpreting
nnd correlating these and other mani-
fest ut ions undertaken for many years
by the late Frederick W. II Myers, tho
results of which were gathered together
In the two massive volumes of his "Human
Personality,"

In this his osthuiiious work Myersdoos
not disdain whatever support may be do-m-

from the trunco utterances nnd tho
physical phenomena. Hut in both direc-
tions lie mutorlnl has lieen so multiplied
since his death that the bulk of Mr. 's

book i dooted to its discussion
The nine years which have elapsed since
tho publication of Myers's work havo
brought nothing to strengthen Ins xsi-- .
lion, declares Mr I'odmoro. Itnelly
Myors ess lyed to lift the whole problem
of man's immortality to a higher level
nnd propoundisd nn argument of far wider
scope, whoso cogency wo ore hardly yet
in n position accurately to estimate.

To tho older philosophers tho mind of
man seomexl a clear cut. indissoluhln unity,
whoso permanence nnd identity admittod
neither doubt nor degroo. To the newer
experimental psychology tho unity of
consciousness is a mero illusion; it is oven
as the "elementary" nature tif nir, earth
nnd rntor, th unreasoned judgment of
ignorance. Now, tho peculiar contribu-
tion of Myois to modern psycholoiT lies
here' Ho fully iooocni?os and accepts
the fact that human consciousness as we
know it is a highly composite nnd unstable
thing, having neither completeness nor
essential unity, lo employ his own
simile, consciousness is a selection, like
tho visible spectrum, accidental, inter-
rupted and variable, from a much larger
potential whole. Hut to him tho surfneo
consciousness, tho only thing wo know-a- s

consciousness in ordinary life, is com-
paratively unimportnnt. Th subliminal
consciousness hn supposes may embrace
B far wider range both of physiological
and of psychical activity it nan isoponto
normal personality. Conformably with
this view n stream of ;onsciousuess flows
llkoan underground riior within us; sloop
is no longor to In tegarded as tho mero
abeyance of waking activities, but as a
phase of personality with characteristics
definitely its own; 'crystal vision, tho
hypnotic trance, hysteria nnd allied btates
open a door into tho hidden life; and tho
improvisations of genius nro sudden out-

bursts of subterranean forces. This tho-o- i
y claims to bo founded on induction from

obsnrvod facts,
There urn indication-- , however, Mr.

I'odmoro says, that in its author's mind
tho concept ton owed less to induction than
to analogy with the states observed in
In ro-epileptio patients. In that larger
p itentiul conscioustio-- w Inch as wn have
warrant or iufoiimg siirioutids the st

petsonallty which suflhes for our
ryday life Myei holfnwd himself to

discern tnv'cs of faculties too largo for
iiictoly teriextrial needs, and signs of a
guiding power wise w it ti more t han human
f Height The argument may ho admitted
to hiue cogency if the prcinl-i'- s can be
established Hut apart from certain
si.ccml (uses, and from a lew sporadic
llistntli es of latent fan It V emergllll' ill
llr,lltllS. fiP tlll'Mllptl Ii1jltw,,i,tt., ,i ,1...
crystal, Iheio is scanty stippoil for the

suiiiptlnii ,,f u bidden pcisotinhty in
'Ml.ll I'h'Mn is lit He evident n, ill other
words, that in mutual persons there is
beow th sill face uuv sequence of mein-or.-

or separate form of consciousness
so in'; ni'gunr.'.od or so stable as to dcsoi ve
tho name of a secondary i"tsonalilyj ami
there s still less evidelieo of interlei cut
with lh" operations of the workaday sulf
hy any siicli subterranean nuenetes 'in
put U In telly, the man ifesat f t la,
MToiidnrv consciousness, aulomai ism,
Ihn , ubhmini. self, or whatever cl-- c m
I I O- -l' II it solcri-sH- ' lit"- - nievci- -

liiui'd i ecph inr-- rdeiiiiH.tely up to
.11 el ii pom' i Hi" lernis ol phv-ioio- ,, ,

We llli'l'llllv CMKCItlcd III IllOst
icsesin,.,, v w.iiuh,. luiictioumgof lower
cere! ::' rip,,.. ,,, ,, ,WVt ,.,o,M nf
dormant tt.c is of icrebt.il tissue The

physical explanation Is, of course, largely
conjectural, end Is apt to fall us Just when
we need It most, Moreover, it is Myers's
contention that the subterrranoan con-

sciousness contains psychical facts which
are not also brain facts, that Is, psychical
facts which have no correlates In what
wo know as tho material world; and it Is
easier to appraise tho evidence for tho ex-
istence of such psychical facts than to
attempt to prove or disprove the existence
of nny cerebral processes corresponding
with them

That is the point to which Mr. I'odmoro
now proceeds to direct his argument,

II.
Argument in this region may, no doubt,

be helped by analog)-- . The human mind,
then, may lie compared with a house, of
which consciousness serves as tho recep-
tion room. At tlio stage of evolution
which our hypothetical dwelling has
reached tho single primitive apartment,
which served for eating, sleeping and
living in, has disappeared, and separate
rooms have been assigned for these several
functions, lu such a house search lu
the attics or lumber room might bring to
light now and again curious and anti-
quated things, some of them even now
good enough for the drawing room, Hut
groping in the dust bin after Jewels would
be likely to prove unprofitable. And
few houses contain a secret treasure
chamber. Nevertheless, It is to the
kitchen and the dustbin more often than
to tho troasuro chamber that expeditions
into the subconscious lead the Investi-
gator. When wo pass out of tho reception
room of consciousness we find chaotic
memories; definite enlargements of some
particular sense; very generally a marked
heightening of the pictorial imagination,
amounting frequently to hallucination;
and, furthermore, the patient in the hyp-
notic trance often acquires new powers
over the organism, insensibility to pain
being the most, familiar example of this.
In nil this it is permissible to conjecture
that we are reverting to a more primitive
stage of consciousness, that we are re-

gaining partial out rol over organic proo-esse- s

which have long since escaped the
guidance of civilized man.

There are other remarkable powers
occasionally associated with these sub-
conscious states which are of a more
doubtful interpretation. But it is on the
most dubious matters of all, the supsed
existence of u group of transcendental
faculties, telepathy, clairvoyance pre-
cognition and the like, that Myers in the
last analysis based his belief in the soul's
immortality. It is hardly necessary to
soy that these faculties have not yet been
admitted to the rights of citizenship in
the lepublic of science, though one of
them has filed a petition of naturalization.
Klrst, as to telepathy, arguing from ex-

perimental results ahj lie, we are not yet
justified in claiming for it a trauceudental
origin, even if we admit it as a fact in
nature lor etample, in the large class
of phenomena of which the common
stories of apparitions at the time of death
may be taken as the type the apparition

;s-en is purely subjectUe; it is only the Im
pu'se. arising in u vague, masive feeling
of the agent's personality that caused it
to be projected, which can claim a source
cMenial to the percipient s mind. Con-

sidered by themselves these apparitions
hardly curry weight enough to count: it
is only because of their presumed kinship
with the manifestations of experimental
telepathy that they have any claim to be
heard at all. Hut Myers's procedure was
to begin the building up of his theory with
the more sensational and dubious phe-
nomena and work backward to those
which are simpler and better attested.
Th" evidence in the eases of clairvoyance.
precognition, retrooognition and other
transcendental modes of perception Is
very much weaker even than for telep
athy. Mr Pixlmoro has examined all
tho best available evidence for what Is
called "clairvoyance at eloso quarters,"
the vision of objects enclosed in boxes or
placed behind screens anil so on, and after
weighing it he has found it wanting in
every cose. Sometimes the results might
be explained by thought transference;
more commonly they are attributable to
fraud on the part of the percipient or to
a misconception, common enough in the
hypnotic trance, of tho source from which
lie obtained his information. Myers's
argument is sound nnd may ultimately
prove fruitful; but tho data at present are
wholly insufficient nnd hardly any fresh
evidence of these hypothetical powers of
tho imprisoned soul has been adduced
Hinco his death. Let im admit, says Mr.
Podmore. that it is wholly a question of
evidence. Hut so far as tho evidonce at
present gqos clairvoyance and precog-
nition are mere chimeras and telepathy
may be no morn than a vestigial faculty
to remind us, like the prehensile powers of
tho newly born infant, of a time when
man was in tho making

III.
In order that tlio entirely new set of

problems (still unsolved) which the last
decade has presented us by the physical
feats of Kusapia Palladino and the franco
messages of Mrs. Piper may lie rightly
understood, Mr. Podmoro summarizes
"tho older spiritualism." Kow, ho says,
oven of thoso who believe in tho genuine-
ness of Eusapin's feats are now disposed
to attribute them to the agency of spirits
incarnate. Hut it is n historical faot
that tho physical and tho psyohioal mani-
festations have always boon closely asso-
ciated together; that the peculiar physio,
logical or psychical temperament which
has predisposed its possessor to auto-
matic utterance has also commonly pre-
disposed him to move tables and play on
musical instruments in the dark. In
order to attain something liko a proper
perspective of Kusapia Palladiuo's recent
feats our author has selected the career
of David Douglas Homo as tho best rep-
resentative of these phenomena in tho
past No well informed spiritualist, ho
says, will deny that in Homo tho case Is
presented at its best. No medium ovor
performed morn remarkable feats or
lieforo witnesses so distinguished nnd so
coiuiietent . Further. Home stands nlm.n

li.mmu' ntivsieal mediums In llinl 1,
'
tmwr exposed in fraudulent practices

Mr. Podmoro ontors, somewhat exten-
sively into thn life history of Htiinn or
Homo, as hn later pioforrod to spell his
nam", It will stifflcn for our purioso hero
to mention that apparently a very great
shunt of his success was duo to his

pleasing pers inality. His chief
characteristics, says Mr Podmoro, snom
to have boon a childlike spontaneity,
gayoty and frankness and nn overflowing
tuiriilf ll rtt IttVtM't iftll fill- linui nr.nir.,1 1.1...

Thns,. cpiahl ies, together with thn oxnrclso
,,f u, wonderful powers, secured him
thmuuhoul his life thn frl,.n,l.l,l ,..i
pi.ron.mo of many persons of wealth
it disiinoinn Ho martied two wealthy

women ,iinoimhisothnnichievements;and
III IS " s tun V lift ill- - t 111. tiii, ,tnl dm !. i .

,n tnlimd into private lifn, broke with
. nuw of his old friends, and died m issfl.
Tho engaging personality of tho man
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constituted a powerful auxiliary to his
psychic powers (whatever they may really
havo boon) lu that It onablod him to offnet
that distract ion ofobservers at thocritlcal
momont which Is practised by all mediums
without arousing suspicion. It Is quits
liosslble that his Immunity from detection
dopondod largely upon this factor. At
nny rate, ho was blessed with wonderfully
suggestiblo nnd favorably disposed in
vestigators; so much mny bo assorted

itnotit running the risk of offondlng the
susceptibilities of tho most devout bo-- j

Hover. Ho was aided, moreover, bv tho
groat wavo of exalted emotion, partly
religious, partly arising from the tiersonnl
affections, which swept through the
seance room; the (gospel of spiritualism
carried mon nwuy from their footing on
tho solid earth.

Fifty years ago very little was known
alKHit suboonsolous mental action and
messages coming through ntitomatlo writ
ing or from the lips of mediums were ac
cepted at their face value. Tho seeker
often became the prey of his own fond
Imaginings, the diuo of tho self below
tho threshold. Cunningly phrased spirit
messages were part of the stock in trade
of all the tribe. Hut Home overtopped
thoni all to such nil extent that wo are
often compelled to wonder whether ho
really could on occasion road the minds
of his sitters, us Mrs. Piper uppears to
do now. At any rate Home, moving in
his ordinary life as.on intimate friend of
the persons to whom ho gave his seances,
had exceptional opportunities of acquir-
ing useful Information. If Home were
playing a part he played it as no man
evor played before. He was an artist,
in the common phrase, to the tips of those
delicate ami nit too capable fingers. A
charming social companion, he won and
kept the personal affection and esteem
of all those with whom he came into
Intimate relations, from Lord Adare and
Sir William Crook es to ,Mr. Cox of Cox's
Hotel in .lennyn street. "Under the cir-
cumstances, comments Mr, Podmore, "it
is not to lie wondered at that Home was
never convicted of trickery. In his ca-
pacity of distinguished guest he could
not only select his sitters but appoint
their place at the table. At this time, in
nny case, there was little risk of public
exposure. The time of smudged muslin,
spirit lumps and false beards had yet to
come. The practitioners of the period
used little upparalus, preferring to rely
for their effects on their own deftness
of hand and foot, helped by the imagina-
tion of their clients," Home was cer-
tainly no exception to this rule, declares
Mr. Podmore, His manifestations did
not altogether escape the challenge of
science, however. After narrating the
details or an investigation our author
sums up the medium's attitude by the
remark that by the simple device of doing
nothing when the conditions were un-
favorable Home could insure that every-
thing should be arranged to suit his pur-
pose; and he possessed this inestimable
advantuge over the ordinary conjurer
that after managing to concentrate the
attention of tho audience iio!i l he wrong
points he could fail as often as lie chose
without discredit. Mr Podmore's ver-
dict is that it seems possible to explain
the great bulk of the marvels recorded to
Home Ijy a combination of trickery on
the one side und unconscious misinter-
pretation on the other Nevertheless it
still remains difficult to understand how
the investigators of a generation ugo
could have been deceived, and repeneiJIy
deceived, by devices so crude.

Yet eveliso, there area few manifesta-
tions witnessed in Home's presence which
thn hypothesis of simple trickery does not
seem to lit. The chief of these marvels,
levitation, elongation and the fire ordeal,
do not belong to the oidlnary ieiertory
of the spirit mediums then or Liter .Shu- -
unr marvels were recorded, It is true, of
other mediums; hut Home certainly car-
ried these feats to a greater pitch of per-
fection than his rivals, and exliibited thm
with greater frequency and with a happy
audacity. Home's Invitations were of two
kinds, the partial and the complete. Of
tho partial levitations, in which lie was
raised only a foot or two at most above
the ground, we have but few records. Of
me complete leviinnnn 01 tile medium,
where he was said tube borne to the ceiling,
or even in more extraordinary flights, we
have numerous accounts, and this phe-
nomenon isoneof the most I erslstently af-
firmed of all spiritualistic marvels, Thn
most famous incident was when Home was
supposed to have gone out of one window
and in at another. After analyzing the
attendant circumstances and the separate
accounts of the threo persons who were
present, Mr. Podmore arrives at the con-
clusion that Home found in these young
men specially suggestible witnesses, and
that what no doubt happened was that
Home, having noisily ojionca the window
in the next room slipped back under cover
of the darkness into the seance room, got
behind tho curtains, opened the window
and stepped on to the window ledge. As
fertile elongation of Homo's body, usually
observed in a dim light, but on one or two
occasions in adequate light, Mr. Podmore's
verdict is that no supernormal explana-
tion would seem to be required. 'I he
effect produced on the observers is cer- -
tuinly remarkable, ho udtnits, und the
illusion, if illusion it were, is not easy to
understand. Hut we have not the neces-
sary data for attempting nn explanation.
Wo can only note that tho phenomenon
was vouchsafed to none but a few specially
selected witnesses,

But perhaps tho most puzzling of all
Home's feats was the fire test. Tlio evi-
dence for this is fairly abundant and of
good quality. In one case, for example,
Home is asserted to have hold his hand
over a Jilazing fire for some time, then
plunged it in and drawn out ii hugehimpof
live, burning coal, so largo that he held it in
both hands. After standing for about
Inlfa minute behind the chair of Mr. S. C.
Hnll, the husband of thowjtnnss, he placed
it on his head, Some one asked' "Is it
hot?" and Mr. Hnll replied: "Wnim, hut
not hot," Again, Lord Adaie, the present
Karl of Dunraven, describes a case in
which Home, "kneeling down, placed his
face right among the burning coals, mov-
ing it about ns though bathing in wafer.
Mr. Podmoro says that it Is not e.iy to
see how simple trickery could explain
some of thn phenomena attested, in par-
ticular nn incident quoted from Sir W.
Crookes's contemporary notes, which
consisted in Home taking a chimney from
a lighted lamp, thrusting it into the ted
hot coals and leaving it there for four or
five minutes, and nfter asking lhe hostess
to test it by applying a match, which

Ignited, applying his tongue to if.
Wn almost seem to be diiven, reniaiks our
author, ns Mr. Feilding and his colleagues
havesuggestedin I heir report on Kusapia's
manifestations, to accept the illonmllves
of a new foicn or a collective h illiicin.i-tio- n

to cover these three nets of phenom-
ena. Hut if wn add all t ,e other phe-
nomena vouched for by competent wit-
nesses, including Sir V, Cronkes himself,
and nllnw nurselviw to be guided by li

analogies at all, wn must suppose

that we have to deal not with one newf
force but with many. We nro not justi-
fied in doing moro than casting a glance
at such a possibility before wo have at
nny rate attempted to find a cheapersolu-tlo- n

elsewhere.
Now, in all the cases before us wo have

thoso two conditions favoring sense de-
ception, an Imperfect light and tho in-

tention on tho part of tho performor to
mislead. In Homo's case, and in most
cases of spirit manifestations,
wo hnvo, moreover, another factor proba
bly more favorablo than either of them,
tho exaltations of tho emotions, especially
of the religious emotions, as already men-
tioned; and emotional exaltation is by
fur the moat potent of all tho factors in In-

ducing sense deception Personally Mr.
Podmoro finds no difficulty whatever in
explaining the whole of the rcoordod feats
of levitation, whether of Home, Gordon,
Kusapia or Htalutou Moses, ns simply in-

stances of a rather crude souse deception;
hut ho finds more difficulty In applying
that explanation to the phenomena of
elongation and of tho red hot coal per-
formance. Wo don't quite see how some
of the things were done, he concludes,
and wo leave the subject with an almost
painful sense of bnwiderment; but to say
that because we cannot understand some
of the feat therefore they must have
lieen duo to spirits or psychic force is
merely an opiate for tho uneasiness of
suspended judgment, a ivfuge from the
trouble of thinking.

IV.
The whole subject of Kusapia Pulladluo,

tho Neapolitan peasant medium, has been
so recently and so exhaustively discussed
in the American journals that It Is not
necessary to devote much space to It hero
except by way of registering Mr. Pod-

more's conclusions us an indispensable
preliminary to considering his discussion
of "Tile Nature of the Problem" and the
"Medlumship of Mrs. Pi)er." and of other
persons, und kindred topics which con-

stitute Rook II.
The most elaborate . investigation of

Ktis.i pin's phenomena undertaken by Con-

tinental experimenters is tint conducted
by the Institut Oeiu'rnl Psychologique of
Pans. Forty-thre- e sittings in all were
held III the successive years IHOS, 1906,
1907. Of the investigators the best
known were M. und Mine. Curie. The
Verdict of that committee was, In brief,
that Kusapia indulged in fraud; but they
concluded that this was readily explic-
able by the circumstance that Kusapia
was growing old. In view of the fact
tlmt she iccelves gifts, if not always
formal payment, constitutes a strong
temptation to resort to fraud when gen-

uine powers full r.ithur than to disappoint
her iwtrons, The committee found that
there was a general opinion that Kusapia's
phenomena tile glowing les striking and
abundant as the years go on. This opin-

ion Mr. Pixlmore pionouiiccs to be scarcely
justified. Kighteeii yeais ago, he says. n

Milan lu a circle of scientific iiivestigatois
Kusapia gave a show certainly no better
than her recent performance ut the In-

stitut On the other hand in quite
years Maxwell, Veii.uio, Kombroso

and other go ns you please investigators
have got all the phenomena they wanted.
While the report of tills committee lias
certainly thrown fresh light on the prob-
lem of Kusapia and her performances, it
does not furnish the shorthand notes of
the Therefore while the com-

mittee cannot explain some of the tilings
seen and done they have not given us a
chance of expliining them. On tho posi-liv- e

side this report does not advance the
matter at nil, declare Mr. Podmore. Such
condensed description as it nffords is of
just so much value as the ordinary ob-

server's account of a conjuring trick. It
Hells us only that the witnesses didn't see
through the trick; but it doesn't tell us
how it was done

Mr. Podmore next subjects to analysis
the doings and report of the committee
of three appointed by the Society for
Psychical Research to inquire into the
IM'tformancesof Kusapia. The committee
consisted of Mr. Horeward C'arrington,
the Hon Kvernrd Feilding and Mr. Rag-gail- y,

two of whom am practical conjurers
nnd nil three of whom have exposed the
trickery of mediums. Their practical
exjM'rience is unrivalled, he says, their
record is as nearly ns possible orfect;
no other record of the physical phenomena
of spiritualism is of nny value beside it.
Yet his analysis demonstrates that the
record is at critical moments incomplete
anil at almost every point leaves obvious
loopholes for trickery, 'lhe dilemma
with which the committee confronts us
must, it would almost seem, bo accepted
as inevitable: either there was a display
of some hithert'i unrecognized force or
the witnesses were hallucinated. Now,
it is clear that this hypothesis of collec-

tive hallucination Is very much in the air.
and Mr Podmore frankly states that he
only puts it forward provisionally Hut
it is, at any rate, he says, in better case
than the hypothesis of a new force. That
rests on the sole foundation of sixty years
rf fraudulent mediumship checkered by
a few baffling and hitherto unexplained
feats liko thoso now under review. It

ihlUlllo ,,milogy nnd no support from out
sidn, There is one way, and only ono way,
in which the operation of a new forco in
this dubious region can be substantiated
to the satisfaction of sober minded men,
When Sir W. Crookes was nboift to under-
take a similar investigation ho indicated
the principles which should guide scientific
research in this field: "The spiritualist
tells of flowers with fresh dow on them,
of fruits and living objects being carried
through closed windows nnd oven solid
brick wnlls. The scientific, investigator
naturally asks that an additional weight
(if it be only the thousandth part of n
grain) bo deposited oil ono pan of his
balance when thn can is locked. And
the chemist asks for the thousandth of a
grain of arsenic to be carried through the
sides of a glass tube in which pure water
is hermetically sealed." Mr. Podmoro
sums up the matter us follows: "Let re-

newed and ngain renewed attempts be
made to proem o physical effects under
auloiniitio check and automatically re-

corded, and until success is obtained let
us leave Kusapia in n decent obscurity."
He adds a brief postscript about tho in-

teresting exposure of Kusapia'a methods
in New York last December, declaring
that the result merely confirms thn view
hn has set forth.

Hook 1. having been devoted to a con-

sideration of whether the phenomena of
spiritualism are tricks and illusion, or
pioofs of a supernormal agency, Hook II,
enters upon a region, ivhern tho problems
presented are much morn complex, so
complex, indeed, that there seems little
likelihood, says oiirauthor.of n final solu-

tion being attained in this generation.
And the question of fraud, apart alto-
gether from ethical considerations, as-
sumes considerable importance, Mr. Pod-in- "

ii Ugins by sl.ulng as emphatically as
possible that it seem to him Incredible

that fraud should be the sole explanation
of the revelations mad in trance and auto
matic writing. But that fraud, or what
would In ordinary circumstances be called
fraud, plays some part in the results he
does not doubt. The word "fraud" Is not
happily chosen; play acting or make be-

lieve would more nearly express, In typical
cases, tho moaning to be conveyed. A

trance medium is, ex hy potties!, in nn ab-

normal condition; and there are other In-

dications that the dissociation of con-
sciousness frequently involves Impaired
moral control. In using the word "fraud
therefore in this connection wo do not
necessarily Imply a higher degree of moral
responsibility than when we pass judg-
ment on the play acting of a child. Con-

juring tricks and sham telepathy seem to
be merely a part of the automatic romance.

It is easy to recognize the probability
of such an explanation In the case of many
(Jermun sonnambules, sickly neurotics
whose psychical instability waa accom-
panied by or perhaps rather baaed upon
strlous physical deficiencies and anomal-
ies. It is more difficult to apply the same
measure to the case of a highly educated
and apparently healthy and normal Eng-
lishman like Stainton Moses, who was a
graduate of Oxford, for some years a
clergyman of the Church of England and
English master in University College
School. In the prlmi of life he devoloped
Into a spirit medium of the most advanced
kind, wrote "inspirational" discourses and
books and delivered messages purport-
ing to come from the dead. Most of his
clairvoyant revelations can be shown to
be reproductions of recent obituary no-tiv-

in the newspapers and other pub-
lished material, 'lhe few instances which
have not yet been traced to such readily
accessible sources cannot certainly be
relied upon as indicating supernormal
faculty. Mr. Podmore's view of Moses's
physical phenomena Is that the latter en-

forced the lessons of Inspirational ser-
mons by means of parlor tricks parading
as miracles. In any case he was ab-

normal, either as being possessed of non-norm- al

powers as a physical medium or
psychologically so that he was enabled to
reconcile his speech with his actions.

Our author sums up the whole matter,
both us regards the professional mediums
and the chief private clairvoyants and
automutlsts who have placed their ser-
vices gratuitously at tho disposal of the
Society of Psychical Research in these
terms: 'Die presumption of honesty
bused upon the charucler and conduct of
waking life counts for nothing in the case
of a medium who is liable to pass into
spontaneous trances. For the upsr
consciousness, the primary personality,
the real self, the mull or woman whom we
know and regard us a friend, who lives u
sane and healthy life among men and
women like himself, who does his duy's
work and fulfils Ids social duties Ibis
familiar person is not lepsonsible for the
words spoken by his mouth or lor the
writing produced by his bunds in the
trance Writing and sieech are the work
of some at her intelligence. Inmost cuses
that other intelligence is unquestionably
of the same substance us the primary
consciousness it is either a maimed and
mutilated form of it or an allotropic
modification of it. Hut this secondary
self, or personified subconsciousness, is a
living of marked characteristics, which
display a curious uniformity, notwith-
standing the numerous diversities be-

tween the primary selves of the subjects.
lo begin with, t lie trance personality is
commonly uunmoral in the sense that
many children and some savages are non-mora- l.

It has few scruple. It shows
little desire, perhaps has little aptitude.
for distinguishing between fact und fic
tion: it has a childlike zest for

of dramatic
faculty and uses whatever material it
can find or invent to support its self-su- g

gested phantasies. It presents us, in a
word, with t lie supreme example of art
for art's suke. Its motive force appears
to be a childlike vanity which will not
permit it to say "I don't know" but pre-
fers any kind of disingenuous evasion to a
plain confession of ignorance. Again,
this dream self, which wakens when tho
true self is asleep, has some faculties very
much alive. It frequently shows an ab-

normal cunning in fishing for information
and marvellous ingenuity in piecing
together the scraps so gained. To this
must bo added that In many ca-e- s we
have in the utterances of the secondary
self proof which it is almost impossible
to gainsay of a faculty by which this
uncanny monster can on occasion read
the secret thoughts of those who consult
her as an oracle.

VI.

After analying the mediumship of the
well known Mrs. Piper nnd of Mrs. Thomp-
son, who aided the P. H. S. with her
powprs, Mr Podmore directs his attention
to some moro recent communicators,
widen include Edmund Gurnoy. F. W. H.
Myers nnd Dr. Richard Hodgson, all
intimately connected with the society.
It would be natural to expect spirit com-
munication from these men if such
messages were possiblo after death. As
a matter of fact messages have been
received, especially since tho death of
Myers, but ns tho main facts of the lives,
the personal relationships, tho published
works and the mental antecedents gen-
erally of these men nre known to thn
trance intelligence, tho region known to
tho medium is very much narrowed, and
the opportunities for test questions nro
proportionately reduced. Undoubtedly
the best results have been obtained from
Hodgson. Taken as a whole, says our
author, tho correspondences (In a skance
which Im reproduces in detail) are so
numerous and precise and the possibility
of leakage to Mrs. Piper through normal
channels In many cases is so effectually
excluded that it is impossible to doubt
that we have here proof of a supernormal
agency of some kind oithor telepathy
by thn trance intelligence from the sitter,
or some kind of communication with tho
dead. Hut the dramatically true incidents
given in a manner peculiar to Hodgson
and utterly unlike nny ono else are
diluted with a very largo amount of In-

ferior matter. The Hodgson control
makes many incorrect statements and
endeavors to conceal his mistakes by
apparently disingenuous evasions. Ho hns
promised to revenl tin key to tho cipher
hi which inuny of the private papers left
behind him by Hodgson are written,
but he has not done so. It will be seen
that tho problem or proving the authen-
ticity of tho alleged rommunicallons from
tho dead is by no meaus a simple ono.

Much tho same may bo said for tho
experiments known aa

in which throe mediums, sepa-
rated by such distances as India, England
and Italy, were employed in combination.
Some of the correspondences are striking,
although the careful study of an expert
Is generally required to set forth the
allusions of the utterances to those of thn
cooperating medium or mediums. Mr.
Podmore declarea that the coincidences
of thought and expression In a series of
sittings participated In by Mra. Piper,

Mrs. Verrall and Mrs. Holland are too
numerous and too detailed to be accounted
for by chance. Even the casual reader
will bo surprised by them, we may re-

mark. Whatever Interpretation may be
given to these curious writings, we are
forced to recognize, says Mr, Podmore",
something extraordinary to bo oxplalned.
It may ultimately bo proved that there Is
no Indication of postmortem agency, but
to prove that It is necessary to assume tho
action of living minds upon one another
of an unprecedented kind. From every
point of view these remarkable records
are worthy of careful study.

Among the most recent evidence are
characteristic utterances ascribed to
Myers by the medium (Piper) which dis-
played an intelligent and in many par-
ticulars intimate knowledge of some of
the classical poets, especially of Ovid and
Virgil a knowledge which far exceeded
that of his Interlocutor who had arranged
the sittings with Mrs. Piper. This Mr.
Dorr did not think that the trance con-
sciousness was able to tap his mind for
facts and thoughts and rarely If ever
got subliminal impressions from his mind;
and Indeed he found many of the allu
sions during the sittings unintelligible
at tho time, while others which were In

accordance with the legends appeared to
him incorrect.

Another interesting evidence which
led to a very curious result. Is that known
as "The Sevens Incident " Six different
automatic writers produced in their
script the repre-
sented by the word "seven." This was in
April, lWitj. Apparently there was no
great mystery involved; but a Mr. n,

who has done invaluable work
in deciphering these correspondences
and in hunting down obscure allusions,"
furnished the clue to the puzzle and inci-

dentally exploded one hope which the
Psychical Researchers had been relying
upon for evidence of life after death.
It will be remembered that the society
has urgently requested for many years
past that investigators shall send to the
headquarters in London a sealed letter
whose contents, known to the writer
alone, shall bo of such a nature that the
accurate transmission through a medium
after the writer's death may serve as a
convincing testimony to the possibility
of other world communication. Now Mr.
Piddingtou on July 12, 1001, had written
such u "posthumous" letter, which had
been duly senled and deposited at the
rooms of the society When he heard
of this "seven" he
opened that letter in the presence of Miss
Johnson (who edited Myers's great work)
and It read in part as follows1 "If ever I
am u spirit and If 1 can communicate I
shall endeavor to transmit in some form
or other, the number Seven. 1

should try to communicate such things
as 'The seven sleejiers of Ephesus,' 'Unto
seventy times seven," 'We are seven,'
Ac." Two of the seers reproduced, "We
aie seven," one got seven in combination
with seventy-seve- and there were other
correspondences of u highly interesting
I hough indirect nature.

It seems hardly possible to doubt, de-

clares Mr. Podmore, that the idea of
"seven" which runs through all the unto-mulist- s'

utterances was derived ulti-
mately from Mr Piddingtoii's mind On
the other hand the posthumous letter
left by Hodgson proved to be when

absolutely unlike lhe communi-
cation which purported to come from
him in thn spirit world Speaking of Mr
Piddlngton's letter, our author says that
whatever the explanation of this particu-
lar series of coincidences he sees no evi-

dence whatever to justify the assump-
tion, even provisionally, of u direct in-

telligence other than those of the automa-tist- s

concerned. It would appear, on the
contrary', that this case has important
bearings upon the interpretation of the
evidence as a whole. Not only does it
vill,l n.ttf III tllM l.1ut Milllt'nnll fiialt!,.,.
tlio act ion of telepathy from the living but
it further Invalidates by anticipation all
the evidence for the agency of tho dead
which might have lieen derived from the
posthumous letters nnd has thus de
prived us of what would have seemed an
Important though not of course a cru-
cial test.

VII.
Our author deems It important to con-

sider what may be called tho machinery
of the trance communications tho "con-
trols" of tho mediums-an-d says that In
cases of secondary personality n(j so
forth the now consciousness is apt to as-
sume n new name. There can be no ques-
tion in most cases that tho assumption
of n now name is merely, so to speak, a
kind of illegitimate inference drawn by
the transformed consciousness; it feels
itself a new creature and demands there-
fore n new name. There is no reason
to doubt that the Indian maidens always
so fashionable in American spiritualistic
circles und the names of tho mighty dead
also affected in theso circles were wholly
the creations of tho medium's dream con-
sciousness. In some persons of mental
instability such dreams may even take pos-
session of tlio waking organism. There
are abundant indications that the trance
communications of the later mediums-M- rs.

Plpor and thoso of her class are all
of the tamo fundamental kinship. When
the communications aro oral "fishing for
material Is always present. Now that
nearly all Mrs. Piper's communications
are writton instead of being delivered
ornlly opportunities of this particular
kind (which prompted Prof. Shalor to
designate the "control" "Dr. Phinult "a
preposterous scoundrel") are necessarily
more restricted, but they still occur. For
though the writing can by those who aro
conversant with it lie deciphered without
serious risk of ambiguity, it is by no means
easy to road, and thli leaves it open to
tho incautious sitter in his attempts at
interpretation to give n hint of the answer
desired. Hut tho wholn machinery of
communication as interpreted to us by tho
controls is directly productive of ambi-
guities of many kinds. Tlio whole elab-
orate rauchlnery of control has the effect,
whether designed with that end or not,
of increasing the uncertainty of interpre-
tation mid affording a cloak for mistakes.

Mr. Podmore's conclusion is th.it there
is very strong prima faclo presumption
that all the personalities claiming to
communicate through Mm. Piper and
other uiltomntists pioceisl from the sumo
manufactory. In tact the Investigators
tltomsolvps now recognize that the primi-
tive theory of possession, tho thoory
advocated in a modified form by Dr.
Hodgson and still held by most spiritual-
ists, can no longer be defended. If these
Impersonations nro not what they pre-
tend to bo they are shams and wo aro
faced with a gigantic) system of makn
believe. The iiutomatlst without

has not yet lieen found. All alike,
it would seem, are engaged day in day
out in weaving their dream romances. Tho
automntiets, he thinks, unquestionably
show that they possess information which
oould not have reached their conscious-nes- a

by normal means, and it is in tracing
this information to its source that the

main interest of the inquiry and the tnaki
burden of proof will be found. Whether
the faculty of supernormal perceptiiv,
constitutes a real difference hetwv.o,
Mrs. Plpor and the majority of hn pr.
onsaors it is difficult to say.
The analysis of cases whore information

unknown to tho sitter was given hy ti,
trance Intelligence scarcely adds strong",
to tho hypothesis of spirit control
every case the information given
or may havo been within thn ktiowled
of some II vine mind. In many cases i .

circumstances point to some form f

telepathy between tho distant atjent r.r.d
the trance intelligence, mediated, a it
would scorn in all cases, by the prefeni'
of a common acquaintance in tho person
of the sitter. That a dlsombndicd spci
should be ahlo to road tho mind of a living
person at a distance can only snom morn
probable booause we know nothing abnc
disembodied spirits and our fanny is fres
to dower them with any powers wt
choose, whereas wo do know, or think wn
know, tho limitations of our poor human
faculties. Tho most promising line of
inquiry at the present timo would iwtn
to consist in the possible indications of
a directing and organizing intelligent
to bo found by careful comparison of thn
scripts of several automatlste. Hut it a
final verdict must bo deferred until
further Investigation shall have enlight-
ened our Ignorance and shall enable us
to give a docisivo answer to tho question
whether these dark sayings proceed from
tho dead or the living, we may recognlz
at onoo that (hero are other if perhaps
less momentous issues involved, which
concern our interests. No person who
carefully studies tho records would think
it possiblo to attribute all these numerous
and woll attested coincidences to fraud-
ulent design. If we rejoct, for the present
at any rate, the explanation suggested by
many of tho utterances themselves, that
of communication from tho dead, we
must seek for some other cause adequate
to the effects. There remains only ths
agency which has been provisionally
named telepathy, but which no one has
yet ventured to define in other than
negative terms as communication apart
from recognized sensory channels, Ths
establishment of such a faculty, it only
as the vestige of a primitive mcde of
sensibility, now superseded by artloulate
speech, would surely be a result worth
all the labor spent, a reward which would
go far to compensate for the loss of that
perhaps visionary gold.

POPE'S GROTTO.

The Decoration Were Contributed rt
Friends and Admirers.

f'Vnm the t.ondnn ChtonitU.
Pope's villa at Twickenham, which is now

to let, was the BPcne of the happiest years
In thn poet's life. Pope was at least ft"

nln of his prowess as an nrtlficiil
as he was of his poetry.

He sppnt years In tho elaboration of hl

vrolto. "I am as busy lu three Inches
of warden." he wrote to Lord Straflerti
In U2.1, "us any man can be in three-cot- n

acres. I fancy myself liko tho fellow tlmt
spent his life in cutting the twelve Apostle,
on one cherry stone. I have a theatre,
an arcad, a howling green, and what nm,
in a bit of ground that would have been
hut a plate of sallal to Nebuchadnernr
the first day h was turned to grass "

'the grotto Is the subject of one of ths
most typically eraiidiloquiit p.issukp in
lhe writings of Samuel .lohnson, who

that the poet, "beine under the
of makltir a subterranean passae

to a garden on tlio other side of the road
adorned It with fossil bodies and dignified
It with the title of a grotto; a place of silencs
nnd retreat from which he endeavored
to porsuado his friends and hinuelf th.vt
cares and passions could be excluded, t
grotto Is not often the wish or ploasur
ot nn Kncllshman. who 1ms more f reuueat
need to solicit than exclude the sun. but
Pope's excavation waa requisite as an en-

trance to his garden: and as some men trv
to lie proud of their defect ho extracted
p.n ornament from an Inconvenience ant
vanity produced urotto where ne'cle
enforced a passage."

l he grotto must have had stronc rUfm
upon its owner's regard, for It w&s a shrlna
of friendship. Almost all the decorations
were contributed by friends and admirers.
Tho Duchess of Cleveland presented chimps
of amethyst and pieces of spar, l)r norlate.
tho Cornish antiquary, sent nat Ivo diamond
and ores: I.yttelton procured red spar from
lead mine?: Spence gave pieces of lava
especially brought from Mount Vrjtivlu
and fragments of mnrblo from the grottn
of Kgeria; lillhert. West sent petrifactions,
Sir Hans Sloane some fine fragments of
basalt from the (Slant's Cuuewny, whlls
less famous friends contributed rdo

from Egypt, gold ore from Peruvian
mines, pebbles from Bra7ll, coral, htimmra
birds and exotic (lowers and shrubs.

nyron and Greece.
From the I.orulon Time.

'lhe anniversary of the famous snrtls
from Mlssolonghl, perhaps the most bril-

liant episode tn the war of Greek independ-
ence, was celebrated there In the presents
of M. Vcne?elos, the Prime Minister, who,
accompanlod by M. Stratos, ths President
of the Chamber, arrived this morninc from
Athens. crowds from the neighbor
Ing districts flocked into the town, which
is Bayly decorated with green boughs and
presents a most animated appearance

Shortly before noon after serlce In the
Cathedral a procession In which the Arch-
bishop and clergy and a large number ot
military nnd naval oftlceis took part ad-

vanced to the Hereon, or public park, in
tho environs, which contains a tumului,
beneath which the defenders of thn town
He burled, nnd the tomb of Mark BotzarK
Close by is the statue of Byron and the r"t
where, according to local tradition, the

heart of ths poet was deposited. Here an-

other service was held and some pr"che
were delivered, after which M. Strato in
the name of the Oreek Chamber laid wreath
on tho tumulus and on the statue of the poet

In thp afternoon the Prime Minister Islted
tho site of the house where llvron riled.

Tho building has long slnco dlsnprw1
and the desolate spot has been Invaded by

the waters of a neighboring lagoon 1h
fiovernment proposes to enclose the fits
and to erect a tablet here to the memuir
of the poet.

An Author's Handwriting,
h'rom the .unifon f'Aronfrle.

Tho handwriting of literary men l fit'"
posed to have Improved during recent vear.
but there tiro still a fww with a fondne"
for hieroglyphics, At a meeting f tr--

.Methodist Conference in Mellioitrie tie
other day the Hev. Ur, I'itihett. iiuilmr of

"Heeds That Won tho l'.ihpiie," anil ot'.er
popular works, handed up n resolution

The president looked ut It, turned I UP'
sldo down and roundabout, and at Uti:'1'
gaveit up In despair, Thef lerk wnse ,

unable to decipher It. "1 must ask H chef
KllcliPtt." snld the president, "lo ho irocd

enough to rewrito his resolution and ft
inako It readable. At present It
a doctor's prescription.

Following a I'reordent.
Viiwi the (iCiurimiii'iH

Wrltpsa friend fioiti Cannes; "t hsarrt
story the other night at a dinner giveti he"
which is, I believe, a ttuo one, and a "
might amuse your readers 1 pass It n

little boy wished to give a lllble to hlr t'r
on her birthday, and before wiitiuc hr
name on tho flyleaf he took down a boo.

from her shelf to see the proper wav of (t
ting about the matter. Mtoralty cor."3
the first Inscription that he found he wrow.
With the kind regard of the author


